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of only 200 miles, it seems almost certain that the district must
have extended to the south of the Ganges in the time of Hweii
Tb< .ng. Its probable limits were, therefore, the Ghagra river
on the north, and the Jumna on the south, a determination
which derives some support from Tod,1 who describes Baiswara
as an extensive district in the Doab between the Ganges and
Jumna.

14.   PRAYAGA.

From Hayamukha the pilgrim proceeded 700/t, or 116
miles, to the south-east to PrayCiga, the well-known place of
pilgrimage at the junction of the Ganges and Jumna, where
Akbar, many centuries later, built his fort of Ilahobas, or
Atttihabod, as it was afterwards called by Shah Jehan. The
distance and bearing given by Hwen Thsang agree almost
exactly with those of Prayaga from Daundiakhera. The
distance is 104 miles by the nearest road fo the south of the
Ganges ; but as the pilgrim followed the northern road, the
distance must have been increased to 115 or 120 miles. Accor-
ding to him2 the city was situated at the confluence of the
two rivers, and to the west of a large sandy plain. In the
midst of the city there was a Brahmanical temple, to which
the presentation of a single piece of money procured as much
merit as that of one thousand pieces elsewhere. Before the
principal room of the temple there was a large tree with wide-
spreading branches, which was said to be the abode of a man-
eating demon. The tree was surrounded with human bones,
the remains of pilgrims who had sacrificed their lives before
the temple, a practice which had been observed from time
immemorial.

I think there can be little doubt that the famous tree
here described by the pilgrim is the well-known Akshay Bat, or

1.   Julien's 'Hiouen Thsaeg,' ii, 270,
I.   Ibid. ii. 276.